Your guide to
Under-Occupation

3
(known as the Bedroom Tax)

ntended to simplify the way benefits are paid and the vast majority of cla

This information only applies if you are a tenant of Ashfield Di
and you are of working age.

?
■

■

What is the ‘Bedroom Tax’?

From April 2013, there may be
changes to the amount of Housing
Benefit you receive depending on
the number of bedrooms in your home.
If you have a “spare” bedroom you
will be regarded as ‘under-occupying’
the property and the amount of
Housing Benefit you receive will be
reduced
The ‘bedroom tax’ will only apply to
people who are of working age, who
receive housing benefit and have one
or more “spare” bedrooms (Working
age is currently classed as people
under 61 years of age)

?

We describe below what we mean by a
spare bedroom:
■

■

■

If you are under occupying your home
by one bedroom your housing benefit
could be reduced by up to 14%
If you are under occupying your home
by two or more bedrooms your housing
benefit could be reduced by up to 25%
If your housing benefit is reduced you
may be required to pay the shortfall

How are the numbers of bedrooms I need calculated?

■ One bedroom for each adult or couple
■ Two children of the same sex under
the age of 16 will be expected to
share a bedroom
■ Two children of the opposite sex
under the age of 10 will be expected
to share a bedroom. For example
if you have a boy aged 9 and a girl
aged 8 they are expected to share
a bedroom
■ A carer is allowed a bedroom
where they provide overnight care to
a person with a disability

Exceptions cannot be made for
the following: ■
■
■

■

■
■

Separated parents who share the
care of their children
Parents whose children visit but are
not part of the household
Couples who use their “spare”
bedroom when recovering from
an illness or operation
Foster children (as they are not
counted as part of the household
for benefit entitlement purposes)
Families with disabled children who
may require their own bedroom
Disabled people including people
living in adapted or specially
designed properties

rity of claims will be

shfield District Council, you receive housing benefit

If you receive a letter from Ashfield District Council asking for your family details please
complete and return it as it will help us identify who may need support and advice.

?
■

If I have a spare bedroom that I do not use or is used for
other purposes will my Housing Benefit be affected?

From April 2013, depending upon their circumstances, households who have
one or more spare bedrooms will have their housing benefit reduced

Examples of a spare bedroom:
■ A couple with two children, a boy
aged 9 and a girl aged 8, living in a
3 bedroom house are classed as
under-occupying by one bedroom
and therefore will lose 14% of their
housing benefit (approximately
£12.00 per week)

?
■

■

■ Single person or couple living in a
three bedroom house, are classed
as under-occupying by two
bedrooms and therefore will
lose 25% of their housing benefit
(approximately £22.00 per week)

If I am likely to lose some of my housing benefit
what are my options?

You can register for a transfer into
a smaller property on Homefinder
by contacting Ashfield Homes Limited
on 01623 608907 or by visiting
www.amhomefinder.co.uk
You can register for a mutual exchange
on the National Homeswapper Scheme
with another tenant looking for a larger
property. Log on to
www.HomeSwapper.co.uk

■

■

■

You can try to increase your income by
taking in a lodger (you will need
permission from your landlord)
You can try to increase your income by
trying to find work (contact your local
Job Centre Plus)
Stay in your home and pay the shortfall
from your other income

?

Where can I get help and advice?

If you think you may be affected by these changes please get
in touch in the first instance with Customer Services at Ashfield
District Council. You can do this
in a number of ways:
■
■
■

In person at Urban Road, Kirkby in Ashfield NG17 8DA
By telephoning Customer Services on 01623 457237
By email to customerservices@ashfield-dc.gov.uk

i

Further information may also be
available from other websites

Citizens Advice
www.citizensadvice.org.uk
National Debt line
www.nationaldebtline.co.uk or telephone 0808 808 4000
Department for Work and Pensions
www.dwp.gov.uk

If you require a large print or audio version of this document, please
contact the Corporate Communications Unit on 01623 457004.

Ashfield District Council
Urban Road, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, NG17 8DA Tel: 01623 450000
www.ashfield-dc.gov.uk

