Homefinder Income definition
When applying to join the Housing Register and when assessing if an applicant can be offered a property through Homefinder, an assessment of the applicant’s household income is undertaken.
Homefinder uses net household income as a basis for this. By this we mean the money you receive in your pocket rather than the amount before tax and other deductions. This is generally viewed as fairer because:
· It reflects actual disposable income.
· Households with identical gross incomes can have very different take-home pay due to pension contributions and taxation.
· It is easier to align with affordability assessments used by housing providers.
Household income relates to income received by all family members aged 18+. 
What we Include
Include income from:
· Employment earnings (take-home pay)
· Self-employment earnings (after business expenses and tax liabilities)
· Universal Credit standard allowance
· Working-age benefits
· Pension income
· Maintenance payments received
· Student grants 
· Rental income from property or lodgers (less allowable costs)
· Any other regular income received by household members
What we do not Include
Typically, we exclude the following:
· Child Benefit
· Housing Benefit or Universal Credit housing cost element
· Personal Independence Payment (PIP)
· Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
· Attendance Allowance
· Armed Forces Compensation payments
· One-off payments, gifts or inheritances
· Foster care allowances
· Payments specifically made to cover disability-related costs
Disability benefits are excluded because they are intended to meet additional needs rather than contribute to general housing costs.
