Homefinder Lettings Policy 
Your quick guide to the Policy changes[image: A blue and black text]

The following are the key changes being introduced in autumn 2026 as part of the new Homefinder Lettings Policy.  The changes have been approved by Ashfield DC and Mansfield DC, following consultation earlier in the year. 
The changes will apply to NEW and EXISTING housing applicants. If you are a current applicant and you are affected by the changes we will be in touch with you. 
	Joining the Housing Register 

	To Introduce a maximum income and savings threshold for applicants seeking to join the Housing Register. Applicants with more than the stated figure will not qualify for social housing. 

These are proposed to be;

£43,000 for a family
£28,000 for a single/couple         OR      £6,000 in savings

	To consider as non-qualifying (exclude) applicants who are homeowners.
The exception to this being owners with a very urgent housing need and who do not have the financial resources to meet their own needs.

	To consider as non-qualifying (exclude) applicants who owe a current or former housing related debt to a private landlord of £1000+.  

	To not apply a local connection requirement to applicants who are survivors of domestic abuse or care leavers.

	For an applicant to establish a local connection through family members, the family member must have lived in the district for 10+ years and must either provide the applicant with essential support or receive essential support from the applicant.

	Banding scheme

	To remove housing need band 5 for all new housing applicants and for existing applicants registered with Mansfield District Council. .

	Consider eligible for housing need band 1 applicants who are social housing tenants in the Ashfield and Mansfield Districts and who are under occupying their home.

	Consider eligible for housing need band 1 Nottinghamshire care leavers.

	Consider eligible for housing need band 2 applicants in supported housing who are ready to move on from supported housing.

	To remove band 3 ‘Golden tenant’ for applicants who are social housing tenants.  

	To remove band 3 eligibility for applicants because they are a family who live above ground floor or who lack a garden.

	Bedroom Standard

	To change the age at which families with children of different sexes are considered eligible for an additional bedroom to 8 years (reduced from 10 years)
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